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The advocacy group Human Rights Watch is out with a beefy new report criticizing the World Bank for the new world order for
The Multilateralist,

paying inadequate attention to human rights in'its lending programs:
# Read More

As they currently stand, the World Bank’s safeguard policies are Insufficient to ensure that
human rights are respected in its projects. While the bank has committed not to finance © ke 150 people like this, Be the first of your
project activities that would contravene borrower country obligations under relevant o friends,

international environmental treaties and agreements, it is silent on obligations under

international human rights treaties. The bank has policles on involuntary resettiement and

indigenous pecples, but even these policies fall short of international human righis

standards. Funding decisions relating to rights concerns lack transparency and appear

arbitrary and inconsistent, Human Rights Watch found.
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The absence of & clear commitment not ta support activities that will contribute o or b
exacerbate human rights violations leaves staff without guidance on how they should
approach human rights concems, or what their responsthilities are. Staff members have - ..
unfettered discretibn to determine the extent to which they will consider human rights risks, Twesats ¢ Follow @uabisteralist
take measures to mitigate or avoid harm, and even to bring probiems to the attention of
sanior managemeitt or the board. The lack of clear procedures and policies or: human rights
means that people whose rights are adversely affected have no way to hold the bank to
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Ag is the case with democracy, human rights have been a touchy issue for the lender. The bank's
underiying charter instructs its personnel to keep well clear of internal politics:

IMF backs off plan to file with top LS. courtin

The Bank and its cfficers shall not interfere in the political affairs of any member; nor shall Argenting case raut.rs/13bw03d via @revters

they be influenced in their decisions by the political character of the member or members Expand
concerned, Only economic considerations shall be relevant ta their decisions, and these
considerations shali be welghed impartially,
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Ovear time, of course, the undarstanding of what is "political' and what constitutes interference has ‘
shifted. The bank used to believe that combating corruption and prometing internal governance reform Most Popular on 84

crossed the line; that's no longer the case. The bank has waded pretly far into domestic politios, but 1 Why Ifaq Was America’s Best-Run War .,%_

explicit consideration of demecracy and human rights in bank lending is stiil a step too far. 2 Cyber-SaBBiage Is Eesy
3. The Seasoned and the Dead - An FP Slideshow
4

One dossn't have to go farther than the bank's own website to withess the institution's discomfort. |t
. ‘Controversial' UN. Pick Not Controversial, After

features a "frequently asked questions” post on the bank and human rights, available here, Even this
shert document appears to be a painful compromise between the insfitution's competing camps and its 5. NSFUK

member states: ,' It Trayvon Were Pakistani,..
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There is a growing body of research from development experts that shows the linkage 8, The World's Oldest Words?

between human rights and development and many development partners are increasingly
integrating human rights into their programs.
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Human rights smbody value commitments which are not uniformly interpreted. Furthermore,
the concept of universality underpinning the international human rights framework is &
complex one, which must be assessed in progressive terms, and inferpreted according to its
surrent legal, polltical and historical context,

The Woild Bank neads to undertake analytic work to examine how human rights fit within
the constitutional framework and what positive contribution they could make to the
develogpment procass.

As the bank frames the issue, how much human rights should inform its work is less a question of
intermnationat legality or sthica! principles than an empirical one -- do hurnan rights norms aid
development? The stronger the evidence that respect for human righte promote development,
presumably, the more central it will become to the bank's work. Tentatively, the bank also advances a
different line of argument: that aiding development is itself a contribution to human rights:

Although its policies, programs and projects have never been explicitly or deliberately aimed
towards the realization of human rights, the Bank contributes to the promotion of human
rights in diffsarent areas, 6.g., improving poor peopie's access to health, education, food and
water; promoting the participation of indigenous peoples in decision-making and the
accountability of governments to their citizens; supporting justice reforms, fighting corruption
and increasing transparency of governments.

Let us work on the economic and-social piece of hurnan rights, the bank seetns to be saying, and let's
ieave the often fraught civil and political aspeet of rights to other, more political multilaterat actors:

Wa recognize that our partners in the broader UN family have a comparative advantage in
this ares. Unlike the World Bank, many of them have mandates that contain an explicit
commitmeant to human righis, including, in some sases, monitoring and enforcement
capabillities.

Human Rights Watch, at least, ian't content with that division of labor.
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